Ryots awarded
for growing
tobacco in AP
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Guntur: The agriculture mi-
nister, Somireddy Chandra-
mohan Reddy, presented the
best tobacco growers awards
tothe progressive farmersata
function organized by Tobac-
co Institute of India (TII) on
Friday. Appealing tobacco
growers toswitch overtoorga-
nic farming mode to reduce
the cost of cultivation, agri-
culture minister Somireddy
Chandramohan Reddy has
promised to extend the subsi-
diesgranted toothercrops. He
said the government is ready
tosanction financial assistan-
ce for digging up farm ponds
and purchasing organic ma-
nure for tobacco growers.

The minister said that the
state government has dedica-
ted 24,000 crore for providing
financial assistancetothefar-
mers under market interven-
tion scheme. The state has be-
en implementing pro-farmer
policies by providing subsidi-
es and direct financial assi-
stance. “We have waived off
crop loans to the tune of
Rs.24000 crore in the last four
and half years despite facing
serious financial challenges,”
claimed minister.



