
During pandemic year, DRI seized 984 kg of 
gold, illicit cigarette sticks worth over Rs loo cr 

Consumer amareness has become an imperative part of the anti- 
counterfeiting strategy in developed economies: Hem Kumar Pa nde 

OUR CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI: Hem Kumar 
Pande, Former Secretary, Min- 
istry of Consumer AfGirs, 
Food and Public Distribution, 
Go1 on Tuesday said that given 
the economic condition of our 
country, consumer awareness 
has become a propeller of the 
anti-counterfeiting strategy. 

Addressing the webinar 
on Consumer Protection in 
the COVID age organised by 
FICCI's Committee Against 
Smuggling and Counterfeit- 
ing Activities Destroying the 
Economy (CASCADE) on 
World Anti-Counterfeiting 
Day, the h e r  secretary said, 
the 'Jaago Grahak Jaago' cam- 
paign of the Indian Govern- 
ment has received reasonable 
success with urban consum- 
ers looking out for the safety 
and genuineness of the prod- 
uct. However, we still have a 
long way to go to inculcate and 

'Dehi police were able to block almost 
550 fraud bank accounts, seized more 
than Rs 1.25 crore, and suspended 
almost 1 500 sim cards' 

develop a sense of responsi- 
biity amongst the rural con- 
sumer base." 

Shibesh Singh, Additional 
Commissioner (Crime), Delhi 
Police said, "there has been 
a significant rise of frauds 
against public during the sec- 
ond wave of the coronavi- 
rus. During the recent wave 
of the pandemic, he said, 
the Delhi police were able to 
block almost 550 fraud bank 
accounts, seized more than 
Rs 1.25 crore, and suspended 
almost 1,500 sim cards." 

Highhghting the problem 
of black marketing and sell- 
ing of counterfeit, fake, spuri- 
ous covid cure products, Singh 

said, "with the help of local 
enforcement agencies, Delhi 
police arrested more than 3QO 
black marketeers and broke the 
backbone of COVID related 
crime syndicate: 

Emphasizing the unwav- 
ering efforts of the DRI offi- 
cers during the unprecedented 
coronavirus crisis, Rajesh Pan- 
dey, Pr Additional Director 
General, DRI said, "during the 
pandemic year, DRI has seized 
984Kgs of gold & illicit ciga- 
rette sticks worth more than 
Rs 100 crores along with sei- 
zures a large amount of her- 
oin, cocaine, hashish, opium, 
and synthetic drugs: He added 
that the Covid- 19 pandemic 

impacted manufacturing and 
trade, and the gap was filled 
with counterfeit and smug- 
gled products. "Law enforce- 
ment and trade & industry 
must work more closely so that 
illicit activities can be neutral- 
ised to a great extent", he fur- 
ther urged. 

Anil Rajput, Chairman, 
FICCI CASCADE in his wel- 
come address said, "the Covid- 
19 virus and illicit trade have 
a lot in common, both cause 
immense economic, social and 
individual distress." Applaud- 
ing the enforcement officers 
who have relentlessly pursued 
the smugglers and counterfeit- 
ers and seized many contra- 
band and fake products during 
the current crisis, Rajput urged 
them to keep up the good work 
which will ensure that the per- 
petrators of crime do not see 
the covid- 19 situation as a rea- 
son to exploit vulnerable con- 
sumers and organizations. 


