
 

Single-use plastic ban: How cigarette makers are coping 

with the directive? 

Cigarette makers have shifted from regular plastic wrapping to environment-friendly 

biodegradable wrapping for cigarette packs, well ahead of the single-use plastic ban, industry 

body Tobacco Institute of India said on Friday. 
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As the ban on single-use plastics kicked in from July 1, several industry verticals, including 

cigarette makers and restaurants, have already shifted to alternatives which they thought 

would be the nearest replacements as per the government directives. 

Cigarette makers have shifted from regular plastic wrapping to environment-friendly 

biodegradable wrapping for cigarette packs, well ahead of the single-use plastic ban, industry 

body Tobacco Institute of India said on Friday. 

Tobacco Institute of India (TII) also lauded the "proactive steps" taken by the government 

towards reducing the burden on the environment by banning certain single-use plastic items. 

FMCG and agro food companies selling packaged fruit juices and dairy products have shifted 

to paper straws despite higher costs as the ban on plastic straws comes into effect from 

Friday. 

Most companies have now put integrated paper straws with their small tetra packs after the 

government declined their pleas to extend the ban on plastic straws for six months. 

TII represents cigarette makers such as ITC, Godfrey Phillips India, VST Industries along with 

farmers, exporters and ancillaries of the cigarette segment of the tobacco industry in India. 

The ban on single-use plastics, which was announced last year, has come into effect from 

Friday. 

Updating about the industry, TII in a statement said: "Its members who manufacture 

cigarettes have shifted from regular plastic wrapping to biodegradable wrapping for cigarette 

pack overwrap, well in advance." 

The biodegradable material being used is compliant with the international standards and the 

recently released BIS standards, it added. 

"Biodegradation of the biodegradable plastic starts upon coming into contact with soil. This 

material is extremely beneficial, as it would biodegrade naturally in landfills as well. The 

biodegradable plastic will not add any strain to the solid waste collection and recycling 

system," said TII. 

It would also reduce costs associated with the collection of plastic waste, recycling of plastic 

waste as well as industrial composting, the TII statement added. 

Source: https://www.timesnownews.com/business-economy/industry/single-use-plastic-ban-

how-cigarette-makers-are-coping-with-the-directive-article-92603461 
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