MYSURU, DHNS

] P Pratap Simha on
| Thursday. said that
| the government will

| not ban tobacco cultivation

| and assured of protecting the

| welfare of tobacco growers in
| the region.

The MP was addressing a

| gathering ofthe 20th Tobacco

Insutute of India (T1I) Tobacco

| Farmers award programme in

| thecity. Hesaid, “Thereiscon-
fusionamong tobacco farmers
that tobacco cultivation will be
banned.”

“The World Health Organ-
| isation (WHO) has submitted
a proposal to ban tobacco cul-
tivation by 2020. Bur, we have

| made it clear that culvauon

will not be banned. We, the
people’s representanves, are

‘Problem of uﬁaﬁthorised
growers will be resolved'

v

We work for the growers” he
said.
The MP said, “Itis not right
1o blame the Indian Tobacco
Company (ITC), if the farmers
do not get suitable price. The
company procures 50% of the
tobacco from the farmers. 50,
the company should maintain
consistency in price. The prob-
lem of unauthonsed growers
will be resalved.”

MLA H P Manjunath said,
“The growersare facing several
problems from many years. We
are trying to solve the issues.”

Tabacco Board Chairman Y
Raghunadha Babu said, “To-
bacco cultivation IS eXpensive,
compared toother agriculture
crops. ltneedsnearly Rs1 lakh
for cultivation on one acre.”
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: DISTRICTS an
No ban on tobacco cultivation, says Simha

/

A

Tobacco farmers were awarded for exemplary

&
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farming practices and crop achievements,

e

during the 20th Tobacco Institute of India [TW) Tobacco Farmers' award programme

in

rector, TII said, “The awards
wereinstituted o fehatateand
encourage the cigaretie leal
tobacco farming commuiity
for its effort in adopting mod-
ern and progressive farming
practices.”

He said, "It is important to

on Thursday. MLAs H P Man|
Board Director (Auctions) TV Ravi and Centra

Ramakrishnan are seen. oH pHoTo

recognise the socii-econom

ic importance of tobacco and

its employment-generation
capacity, while framing tobac-
co taxation and regulatory
policies. Policies, seeking ex-
cessive cigaretic axanon and
extreme regulations, should

unath, K Mahadev, MP Pratap Simha. Tobacco
| Tobacco Research institute, Hunsur. head S

consider the consequences
of such measures on the Thve-
lihood of millions of people.”
Any policy om tobacco must
ensure the active invohvement
aftobacco farmers and consul-
tation with all stakeholders.
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livelihood of

on the

accupation of all those whoare
engaged N the

supply chain, he said-

FCV tobacco
The increase in taxauon and
he resultant drop in legnl
cigarettes had a devastaning
ympact on the Indian Flue-
Cured Virginia (FCV) tobacco
farmers, he said.

A total of 17 tobacco farmers
were awarded for exemplary
farming practices and crop
achievements. B N Jayaram,
a veteran tobacco farmer,
was presented the ‘Lifetime
Achievement award.

MLAs Sa Ra Mahesh,
K Mahadevu, Tabacco Board
Director (Auctions) T V Ravi,
Central Tobacco Research In-
stitute, Hunsur, head S Ram:

akrishnan, farmer leaders BV
Javeregowda and G Sheshagi-
ri Rao from Andhra Pradesh

This will ensure adoption of werepresent.
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