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6,- 1 bans use 
of [---:A at all 

New Delhi: Dew government 
on Monday banned the use of h e  
okahs, with or without tobacco, 
at all public places, including h e  
tels, restaurants and bars, with 
immediate effect to control the 
spread of Covid-19. "Smokers are 
likely to be more vulnerable as 
smoking means theflngers are In 
Contact with the lips, which in- 
cnases the possiblllty of trans- 
mission of the virus," the health 
department said In an order. 

Smokers might also have lung 
diseasesor reduced lungcapacity, 
which could In- the risk of 
serious illness,it added Smoking 
products, such as water pipes, of- 
ten invo~ve sharing of mouthpie 
ces and hoses, which could facfli- 
tate the transmission of Covid in 
communal and soclal settings, 
the health department said. 

"Therefore, the use and sha- 
ring of hookah, with or without 
tobacco (herbal hookah) is strlct- 
~y prohibited at a~ public places 
with immediateeffect," It added. 

The national capital has so 
far recorded 13,482 Covld-19 ca- 
ses and4,021people have died due 
to the disease. PII 


