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'Cigarette, Alcohol 
Sales to See Worst 
Fc'l in a Decade' - 
Indians cautious 
about spending 
after the onset of 15% 
pandemic, say execs l a m  

Kolkata I Bengaluru: Alcohol 
a n d c ~ s a l e s t h l s ~ w i l l  
plunge by the most In over a d e  
cade after Indlans cut back on 
spending in the two categories 
since the Covid-19 outbreak, 
cautious about blsffetionary 
e x p e m  industry executives 
andmsearcherssald 
Slngle malt scotch whiskey sa- 

lesareexpectedtodecllne4o% 
thb year, whlle fbr other whlskl- 
es, the drop Is likely to be over 
15% compared wlth growth of 
o v e r l o % a n d S % , ~ l y , l n  
#ns, according to the latest Eu- 
romonltor International report 
Fbrc@mttes,thedlpwlllbe 

5% fbr economy m g q  10% In 
mld+rlced varlants alld almost 
17% fbr premium cigarettss, Eu- 
romonitor satd~neae men@ 
grew by mare than 5% last yeax 
Euromonltor pegged an al- 

most a096 decllne In overall beer 

sales, whlch Industry executi- 
ves also attributed to lower hck 

odprodum 
The government prohibited 

production and sales of cigaret- 
tes and llquor durlng the C@ 
vid-I9 10~Mown. wlplng out sa- 
les in the AprllJunequarter. 
A m t  11-13% PIIc~ IIlCIW88e 

In c l g a m h ~  due to higher taxes 
has made them unafR,rdable fbr 
a large mcthn of consumers, 
while several states Increased 
the tax on alcohol by up to 76%. 


