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Govt urged to include
tobacco in RODTEP
scheme to boost export

THE FEDERATION OF All India
Farmer Associations (FAIFA) on
Wednesday urged the govern-
ment to include tobacco in
Remission of DutiesorTaxeson

Export Product (RoDTEP)
scheme to encourage export of
the product.

India removed tobacco
export incentives, making the
country aless competitorinthe
global market compared to
other countries like Zimbabwe
and Malawi, FAIFA said.

“On the occasion of World
Tobacco Growers Day, FAIFA
appeals to the government to
include tobaccoinRemission of
DutiesorTaxes on Export Prod-
uct (RoDTEP) scheme and
encourage exports through
ggressive promotion schemes,”
it said. The association of farm-
ers also urged the government
to adopt a consultative

approach and include tobacco
farmers while framing tobacco
control regulations.

The FAIFAfurther said that
rising instances ofillegal trading
of cigarettes have severely
affected the production of Flue-
Cured Virginia (FCV) tobacco in
the country.

“FCV farming community
hasfacedbusinesslossesofover
¥6,000crorewitha dropin pro-
duction from 325 million kg in
2014-15 to 210 million kg in
2019-20," the statement
quoted FAIFA president Javare
Gowda assaying.

The fall in productionis pri-
marily because of rising illicit
cigarette trade inthe country on
account of higher and punitive
taxation on cigarettes due to
which legal cigarette volumes
sales have droppedsignificantly,
heclaimed. -—PTl



