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GovtPlans to Raise
Smoking Ageto 21, Ban
Loose Cigarettes Sale

The government plans to
@ increase the smoking age

from 18 to 21years, bansale
of loose cigarettes, do away with
designated smoking roomsatairports
and restaurants, and increase penalties
for flouting public smokingrules, as per
a bill drafted by the health ministry.

Nidhi Sharma reports.»» 3
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New Delhi: The government mo-
ves to increase the smoking age
from 18 to 21 years, ban sale of 1oo-
se cigarettes, do away with desig-
nated smoKing rooms at airports
and restaurants, and increase pe-
nalties for flouting public smo-
King rules to curb smoking in the
country.

The health ministry has drafted
the Cigarettes and Other Tobacco
Products (Prohibition of Ad-
vertisement and Regu-
lation of Trade and
Commerce, Pro-
duction, Supply
and Distribu-
tion) (Amend-
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Section 7 which says, “Provided
that trade and commerce in ciga-
rette or any other tobacco product
shall be in sealed, intact and origi-
nalpacking.”

Another step being proposed is
doing away with smoking rooms
at airports, restaurants and ho-
tels. Section 4 of the 2003 Act bans
smoking in public, but provides
for a smoking area “in a hotel ha-
ving 30 rooms or a restaurant ha-
ving seating capacity of 30 per-
sonsormoreand in theairports”.

In the draft bill this proviso

has been deleted, effec-

ting a complete ban

on public smoking
inIndia.
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tion 6 to increase
the legal smoking
age from 18 to 21 years.
“No person shall sell, offer for
sale, or permit sale of cigarettes
or any other tobacco product to
or by any person who is under 21
years of age,” reads the draft
amendment released on the mi-
nistry’s website to elicit views
and comments of the public.

The 2003 Act had specified this
ageasigyears.

The government has also sought
to ban sale of loose cigarettes.

“Since cigarettes are sold loose,
they become economically more
accessible to people, especially
the students,” a senior health mi-
nistry official told ET. “At the
same time they miss the messa-
gingand warningon packs.”

A proviso has been inserted in
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the legal smoking

age is also being in-

creased from two years

imprisonment and Rs1,000to se-

ven years’ imprisonment and up
toRs1lakhfine.

The government has also propo-
sed stricter punishment and im-
position of penalties for manufac-
turingor importingillicitcigaret-
tes or tobacco products. The he-
alth ministry had proposed a
number of amendments to the
2003 legislation and put the draft
in the public domain in 2015. Ho-
wever, it was withdrawn in 2017 to
have a relook at the draft provi-
sions and come up with a better
version. The ministry re-initiated
the process of amending the legis-
lation and formed a sub-group.

The final draft seeks public sug-
gestions till January 31.



