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Govt Proposes 
to Raise 
Smoking Age to 
21, Ban Loose 
Cigarettes Sale 

w o n  7 which says, " ~ ~ ~ v i d e d  - m - B w m  that trade and commerce in ciga- 
retteor any other tobacco product 

New Delhl: The government mo- shall be in sealed, intact and origi- 
ves to increase the smoking age nalpacking," 
fkom 18 to n years, ban sale of loo- Another step being proposed is 
se cigarettes, do away with deslg- doing away wlth smoking rooms 
nated smoking rooms at airports at alrpom, restaurants and ho- 
and restaurants, and increase pe tels. Section 4 of the 2003 Act bans 
nalttes fbr flouting public smo- smoking in publlc, but provides 
king rules to curb smoklng in the for a smoking area "in a hotel ha- 
country. ving 30 moms or a restaurant ha- 
The health ministry has drafted ving seating capacity of 30 per- 

the Cigarettes and Other Tobacco sons or moreand in tbe alrpom". 
Products (Prohibition of Ad- In the draft bill thls pmvlso 
vertisement and Regu- has been deleted, e f % ~  
lation of Trade and ting a complete ban 
Commerce, P" Smoking areas in on public smoking 
duction, Supply in India. 

Fine fbr smo- 
and tion) (Amend- publicplace~likeairport ,,,pubuc 
ment) Bill 2020 Is also pmpo- 
after a three lounges, hotels and res- , , , 
year-long me  creased fkmm 
ticulous exer- taurantstogoand fine , , , 
cise. 2,000. penalty 
one of the forsmokinginpublic ,=-, 

major amend- increased to bacco products 
ments is to Sec. to persons under 
tl0n 6 to InWMSf? w the legal smoking 
the legal smo- age ls also being in- 
age fhm 18 to 21 years. c r e a s e d ~ t w o y e a r s  
"No person shall sell, offer fbr imprisonment and Rsl,ooOto se- 
sale, or permlt sale of cigarettes ven years' imprisonment and up 
or any other tobacco product to toRsllakhflne. 
or by any person who is under n The government has also p r o p  
years of age," reads the draft sed stricter punishment and im- 
amendment released on the mi- posltionof penalties fbr manuf8G 
nistry's website to ellcit views turing or importing Wcit clgaret- 
and commentsof the publlc. tes or tobacco products. The h e  
The 2003 Act had specffled this alth ministry had proposed a 

age as l8years. number of amendments to the 
The government has also sought 2003 legislation and put the dmfk 

to ban sale of loosecigarettes. in the publlc domain in zols. Ho- 
"Since cigarettes am sold loose, wever, it was withdrawn in m7 to 

they become economically more have a relook at the draft provl- 
accessible to people, especially sions and come up with a better 
the students," a senior health mi- version.ThemMstrgre-initiated 
nlstry ofnclal told ET. "At the the process of amendlngthe legls- 
same time they mlss the messa- latlonandfbrmedasub-group 
ging and warning on packs." The 0nal draft seeks publlc sug- 
A proviso has been inserted in gestionstlll January3~ 


