GCovernment approves 310,000 interest free
loan to tobacco farmers in Andhra Pradesh
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The Union government has
approvedRs 10,000interestiree
loan from the Grower Welfare
Fund of Tobacco Board to
grower members of the fund
whose crops were damaged due
to Cyclone MichaunginAndhra
Pradesh.

This is a one-time interest
free loan for Andhra Pradesh
Crop Season 2023-24 only.
This interest freeloan amount
will be recovered from the
respective tobacco growers
auctionsale proceeds 0f2023-
24 Andhra Pradesh crop sea-
son, the Ministry of Commerce
said on Monday.

Asper the ministry’s state-

ment, currently, auctionsofFlue
Cured Virginia

(FCV) Tobaccoaregoingon
in the Karnataka. Till date,
around 85.12MKgFCVtobac-
co hasalreadybeenmarketed
bytheBoard throughits e-auc-
tion platforms in Karnataka.

There is a jump of 12.49%
in the average price received
bytobacco growersie.fromRs
228.01/- per kglast year to Rs
256.48/- per kgin the current
year.

Itisworth highlightingthat
the FCV Tobacco is mainly

producedinindiaintwostates:
AndhraPradesh and Karnata-
ka. Currently crop season is
goinginAndhra Pradesh, which
has42,915 FCVtobaccogrow-
ers and auctions are goingon
inKarnatakawhich has 39,552
FCV tobacco growers.

InKarnataka, the State Gov-
ernment hasdeclared drought
in all except two FCV Tobac-
co growing taluks. This has
affected the livelihood of FCV
Tobacco growers.

Duetothis, the Government
of Indiahas decidedto permit
the sale of FCV Tobacco on
TobaccoBoardsauction plat-
form after waiving offthe penal-
ty on the sale of excess pro-
duction of registered growers
andunauthorized production

of unregistered growers for
Karnataka CropSeason 2023-
24 only, the Commerce Min-
istry said.

From December 3 to 5,
2023, MICHAUNG cyclone
had caused heavy rains in
Andhra Pradesh. The FCV
tobacco crop growninAndhra
Pradesh covering Eluru, East
Godavari, Kakinada, Prakasam,
Nellore, Bapatla, Palnaduand
Guntur districts has been
severely affected due to these
cyclonic rains.

The estimated area plant-
ed in the current crop season
inAndhraPradeshwas 75,355
ha. and 14,730 ha. area i.e.
around 20% of thetotal plant-
ed area has been affected due
to these heavy rains.



