Rs 250 crore seizure sheds light on expanding black
market for foreign cigarettes in Northeast

Syllad | The Rising Meghalaya, November 29, 2025

I Bl a A fresh set of revelations has once again
e C— highlighted the Northeast’'s emergence as a

major conduit for smuggled foreign cigarettes,
¢ exposing a parallel economy that has quietly
- flourished across the region.

Information released by the Preventive Branch
of the Northeast Regional Office under the
Chief Commissionerate of Central Excise &
Customs painted a stark picture.

In response to an RTI filed by activist Dipul Jyoti Hazarika, the department confirmed that
from 2023 to October 2025, authorities seized Rs 250 crore worth of foreign cigarettes
across Assam and other Northeastern states.

Even more telling, departmental records show that nearly Rs 200 crore worth of seized
cigarettes have been destroyed over the past two years as per official orders.

Speaking to reporters, Hazarika said the numbers signal a much deeper issue. “If the value
of seized cigarettes alone has touched almost Rs 200 crore in just two years, one can only
imagine how big the actual market for this commodity must be,” he said, urging authorities

not to mistake seizures for complete success.

The Customs Department conducted 502 operations in the same period—operations that,
according to officials, often involve weeks of intelligence gathering and coordination. Yet the
sheer scale of the illegal trade suggests that smugglers remain several steps ahead,
exploiting the region’s porous borders and administrative gaps.

Hazarika noted that while many officers are working with dedication, the allegations
surrounding the integrity of some officials cannot be brushed aside. “The region is highly
sensitive,” he said. “To stop such a well-organised network, both central agencies and state
departments need stronger coordination and a clearer strategy.”

The activist added that the indifference of state governments over the years has contributed
significantly to the rise of this unregulated market, allowing smugglers to turn the region into
what he calls a “forbidden corridor.”

As the magnitude of the illegal trade becomes clearer, pressure is mounting on both state
and central authorities to take decisive action. Whether they choose to implement stringent,
coordinated measures or allow the issue to persist will be closely watched in the months
ahead.
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