Jagran, Ludhiana

July 2026

Value Rs. 9 Lakh
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Translation

On the instructions of Punjab Food and Drug Administration (FDA) Commissioner Kamaldeep Kaur,
the Civil Surgeon’s Office on Tuesday conducted a special inspection drive to ensure compliance with
the Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products Act (COTPA).

Four joint enforcement teams were formed, comprising a Drug Inspector, a Food Safety Officer and a
Police Officer. The teams conducted raids at shops selling cigarettes and tobacco products in various
parts of the city, including Sabun Bazaar, Haibowal and Kucha Number 14.

During the operation, 292 cigarette packets without the mandatory pictorial health warnings were
recovered from one shop. All the packets were seized on the spot under the provisions of the COTPA
Act. A show-cause notice was also issued to the concerned shopkeeper.

¢ Health Department teams conducted raids in various areas of the city.
¢ Show-cause notices were also issued to the concerned shopkeepers.

A team was seen inspecting cigarette and tobacco shops near Sabun Bazaar Chowk during the raid.
The Drug Department and Food Department teams were accompanied by police personnel. The seized
material has been taken into custody and further legal action has been initiated.

Civil Surgeon Dr. Sandeep Kaur stated that all vendors have been advised to sell only those tobacco
products that carry the prescribed pictorial health warnings. Strict legal action will be taken against
those found violating the regulations.



