July 05, 2026
Value Rs. 1.70 Lakh
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Translation

Bahraich: In the Rupaidiha area, a joint team of the Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB) and local police caught
two smugglers late Saturday night while they were allegedly bringing cigarettes and pan masala from
Nepal and attempting to transport them further into India. The seized goods were reportedly being
taken towards the Indian border, but the main accused managed to escape.

According to the report, the SSB team received information that around 6:50 p.m., smugglers would be
transporting the contraband. Acting on the information, the team stopped a vehicle near Pillar No.
651/14 and found the suspected goods concealed inside it. During the search, the following were
recovered:

e 1,800 packets of Nepal-made Surya cigarettes
e 22 boxes containing 1,210 packets of Nepal-made pan masala

The two arrested accused were identified as Gautam Pathak (34), a resident of Rupaidiha, and Uday
Azad (22), a resident of Nanpara. During questioning, they allegedly failed to provide satisfactory
explanations regarding the goods. The vehicle and the seized items were taken into custody.

The Assistant Commandant of the SSB said that, during interrogation, the accused revealed that the
contraband was being brought from Nepal and transported onwards for sale. The seized Nepal-made
cigarettes and pan masala, along with the vehicle, were handed over to the Customs Department for
further legal action.



