Hindustan Times, Lucknow

24 June’19

3 held for smuggling
foreign cigarettes
worth 23.07 crore
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LUCKNOW : A team of Directorate
of Revenue Intelligence (DRI)
arrested three people forsmug-
gling foreign made cigarettes
worth33.07 crore, near Chinhat
areahereon Saturday.

The accused indentified as
Najibul, Prakash and Najeeb
were smuggling the cigarettes
hidden inside a consignment of
naturalrubber which they were
carrying in two trucks. The
truckshadregistrationnumber
of Jammuand Kashmirand DRI
officialsare trying totrack them.

The arrest was made follow-
inganintelligence input.

A DRIspokespersonsaidthat
cigarettes with brand name of
Paris, Win and Gudang were
smuggled in the country through
the international border with
theneighbouring Myanmar. The
accused then carried it to their
hideout where they were pack-
agedinsidecavitiesmadeinrub-
ber stacks and loaded into the
trucks.

The cigarettes, according to
DRI officials, were being taken
for distribution in the national
capital region and other big cit-
ies of the state. DRI officials are
interrogating theaccused about
their modus operandi. Officials
are also trying to connect the
dots of the chain of the smug-
glingracketincluding the people
thatsmuggleitin the country,
waysitis transported and people
who manageitssalein India.

“Ourfocus willalso beon the
exchange of money in the proc-
ess,” said the DRIspokesperson.




