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Alcohol bottles to carry health
warnings from April 1
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NEWDELHI: From April 1, all
liquor bottles in the will have
ontheirlabels prominent
statutory warnings, asking
consumerstonotdrink and
drive and outlining how alco-
hol consumption is harmful
forhealth.

The country’s top food reg-
ulator,Food Safety and Stan-
dards Authority of India
(FSSAI),issued anotification
onMarch19;2018, directing
alcoholic beverage manufac-
turerstoput onlabelsthefol-
lowing warnings: “Con-
sumption of alcoholisinjuri-
ousto health”;and “Be
safe: Don’tdrink and drive”.

For alcoholic beverage bot-
tles up to200ml, the letterson
thelabel, all in capitals,
shouldnotbelessthan1.5
mm high; bottleéslargerthan
200 ml will have letters 3mm
tall. The apex food regulator
had givenayear’stimetothe
food business operatorsto
makethe shift, and comply
with theregulations thatkick

FSSAIHAS DIRECTED
ALCOHOL MAKERSTO
PRINT ON LABELS
WARNINGS THAT
CONSUMPTIONOF
"ALCOHOL IS INJURIOUS
TOHEALTH'; AND ‘BE
SAFE: %@i‘? DRINK

infrom April1,2019.

“Alcoholicbeveragesare
alsoregulated under thefood
safety Act. However, there
werenolabellingregulations
created under the Actsofar
because of which the manu-
facturers used tofollow the
exciselaws and standards set
by the Bureau of Indian Stan-
dards. Now that we have cre-
ated regulations, these will
havetobeadheredto,” said
Pawan Aggarwal, chiefexec-
utive officer, FSSAIL

The Food Safety and Stan-
dards (Food Products Stan-
dards and Food Additives)

Regulations, 2011, had the
standards drawn for only
toddy because of its huge con-
sumption in India. However,
the food regulator proposed
and notified last year the sep-
arate regulation for alcoholic
beverages because ofthe
presence of variousimported
and Indian manufactured
alcoholic beverages being
widely consumed.
Thenewregulationis
called the Food Safety and
Standards (Alcoholic Bevera-
ges Standards) Regulation,
2018, and will hold for dis-
tilled alcoholicbeverages
(brandy, country liquor, gin,
rum, vodkaand whisky,
liqueur or alcoholic cordial),
wines, and beer. Apartfrom
the warning, the specific
labelling requirements will
alsoneed adeclaration about
alcohol content, allergen
warning, nonutritional data,
nohealth claim, restriction
on words such as “non-intoxi-
cating” or words implying
similar meaning on thelabel
«ofbeverage containingmore
than 0.5% alcohol by volume.



